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Background 
 

Florida Homeowners for Fair Treatment was formed during the summer of 2008 in an effort to fight the gross 

inequities, over-regulation, and runaway fees by the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in regards 

to the (submerged land lease) SLL program. 
  

The sovereign submerged lands are the state-owned lands under the waters of Florida and are governed by the 

Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund. 
  

The SLL program was instituted in the early 1990’s to collect revenue from commercial, profit-making, 

revenue-generating entities. Before long the DEP looked upon multi-family residences (MFR) as another source 

of income & started including them in the lease fee program. Initially, the fee was very small & inconsequential 

but with time the fees & additional regulations have increased dramatically. 
  

During the summer of 2008 the DEP tried to increase the fees by 350% despite the fact that there was an annual 

10% cap on any increases. Our organization was able to defeat this increase. Then during the 2009 Legislative 

Session the DEP tried to increase the fees again by over 425%. In terms of a dollar value this type of increase 

meant one association would go from its current fee of $16,000, to over $72,000 annually, an increase they 

could not afford. 
  

We have been working closely with Senator Fasano over the past 2 years to exempt MFR from the numerous, 

unreasonable, unfair fees, taxes, regulations, and restrictions. SB-332 and HB-173 will finally put us on the 

same footing as single family residences (SFR) and allow us to enjoy the same exemptions as SFR.  
  

Key Issues 
  

 MFR already pay high property taxes on their waterfront property & this includes the slip/docking 

facility that is listed on their property tax bill & has an assessed value. The property taxes are based on 

residential tax base (not commercial). SFR on the same submerged lands pay the same base residential 

property tax as MFR, HOWEVER, they are exempt from all the fees, taxes, surcharges, regulations, and 

restrictions that MFR are targeted with.  
 

 Multi-family dwellings are private non-profit residences yet the DEP has labeled them as commercial & 

is charging the same rate as commercial properties even though there is no income generated. We are the 

same as SFR, except we choose to live in a multi-family environment. 
 

 MFR have to pay annual lease fees PLUS 7% sales tax and now they have to pay a renewal fee PLUS 

7% sales tax. The renewal fee is just to verify the data on the annual lease.  
 

 Private MFR must pay a 6% fee when the residence is sold based on the value of the assigned slip which 

is on the property tax deed. The DEP views the sale of one’s home as income generated & in many 

instances has determined the “value” of the docking facility, not necessarily the market value. 
 

 MFR have to submit detailed & notarized documentation of any rental income of the slips. Most all 

associations are prohibited from renting their slips due to their bylaws, but the DEP still demands all of 

this paperwork. 
 

 Some MFR have to pay 6% of their budgeted maintenance fees that they collect to maintain their docks, 

cleats, pilings, light fixtures, etc. as the DEP views it as income generated and wants their 6%. 
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